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Do you consider yourself religious? I would say yes, in the broadest sense
of the term, in the sense that I choose to believe that all this isn’t just the
result of happenstance and chemistry. I find faith is a wonderful respite from
being reasonable. We’re so trained in the West to be reasonable. It’s yielded
great things—it’s resulted in these great technical prolepses that are very

impressive, but they in and of themselves don’t give us a reason to live. In
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the modern Western technological society, it’s very hard to have any kind of
faith. And so I took on religious faith and I finally came to agree with what I
was discussing in the book. Religious faith makes life interesting.
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my argument here rests on the notion that emunah, faith, in Judaism is first
and foremost a relationship with God, and not something defined by specific
beliefs (Rambam, of course, to the contrary). Biblical and Talmudic Judaism
were uninterested in theology per se, and also preferred practice for the
wrong reason (she-lo lishmah), but only because it would lead to practice
for the right reason (/i-shmah) and this right reason certainly involved trust
in God. Ruth said to Naomi: ‘your people are my people’ but did not leave

it at that; she immediately added: ‘your God is my God’. To all intents and
purposes, Maimonides sought to change Judaism from a community, in
effect a family, defined by shared history, shared hopes for the future, and a
never clearly defined faith/trust in God, into a community of true believers.
In other words, Maimonides reversed Ruth’s statement and in so doing
created Jewish orthodoxy. For the past 800 years this innovation has been
both accepted and resisted. Accepted, at least pro forma, by all those Jews
who think that Maimonides’ ‘Thirteen Principles’ define Judaism; resisted,
by all those Jews who refuse in practice to accept the consequences of this
definition of Judaism, finding all sorts of excuses not to persecute (unto
death) heretics.'"”
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