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The ideology of aestheticism [...] teachles] that the difference between
literary and merely literate writing is only a special case of the more
fundamental difference, amounting to strict opposition, between
beauty (or the beautiful) and utility (or the useful). Literature is
beautiful writing — writing that appeals, even fascinates, by virtue of
its form alone, irrespective of its content or subject matter. The value
of writing that is merely literate, by contrast, will be held to reside
less in its form than in its function, specifically its communicative
function, its usefulness in serving as medium for the transmission of
information, thought, and — perhaps more crucially — commands,
within every department of social life organized for the realization of
purely practical ends or purpose. The ideology of aestheticism has it,
as a matter of pride, that society does not need literature in the way it
needs literacy. Literature is a luxury...*
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Hayden White, "The Suppression of Rhetoric in the Nineteenth Century” [1997], in 61
Robert Doran (ed.), The Fiction of Narrative: Essays on History, Literature, and
Theory, 1957-2007, Baltimore, MD 2010, p. 294
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