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J. Gorsky, “Elie Wiesel, Hasidism and the Hiddenness of God”, New Blackfriars W83 23
.85, 996 (2004), pp. 133-143

“In my small town, somewhere in the Carpathian Mountains, I knew :n07% 24
where I was. I knew why I existed. I existed to glorify God and to sanctify his
world. I existed to link my destiny to that of my people and the destiny of my
people to that of humanity. I existed to do good and to combat evil, to accomplish
the will of heaven; in short to fit each of my acts, each of my dreams, each of
my prayers into God’s design. I knew that God was at the same time near and
far, magnanimous and severe, rigorous and merciful. I knew that I belonged to
his chosen people - chosen to serve him by suffering as well as by hope. I knew
that I was in exile and that the exile was total, universal, even cosmic. I knew
as well, that the exile would not last, that it would end in redemption. I knew so
many things, about so many subjects. I knew especially when to rejoice and when
to lament: I consulted the calendar; everything was there. Now [ no longer know
anything. As in a dusty mirror I look at my childhood and I wonder if it is mine, I
don’t recognise the child who studies there with fervour, who says his prayers. It’s
because he is surrounded by other children; he walks like them, head bowed and
hips firm. He advances into the night as if attracted by its shadows. I watch them
as they enter an abyss of flames, I see them transformed into ashes, I hear their
cries turn into silence and I no longer know anything: they have taken away my
7vn °y%l 1901 nabnn 5T) certainties, and no one will give them back to me”
(137-136 'ny ,[10

“I would give much to be able to relive a Sabbath in my small town. The whiteness 25
of the tablecloths, the flickering candlelight, the beaming faces around me, the
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I was angry at God too, at the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:
How could He have abandoned His people just at the moment when
they needed Him? How could he have delivered them to the killers?
How could one explain, how could one justify, the death of a million
Jewish children? [...] For months and months, for years, I lived
alone. [...] I shunned love, aspiring only to silence and Madness.
... And yet, there has been a change in our behavior. [...] I tried to
make the ghost within me speak. [...] A need for communication?
for Community perhaps? [...] I recount the Adventures of the Besht
so as not to dwell on the fate of his descendants. [...] is what |
thought after the war; this is what I still think. And yet, I am
surprised to feel a forgotten need to recite certain prayers, to sing
certain melodies, to plunge into a certain atmosphere that defined
my adolescence.”
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melodious voice of my grandfather, the Hasid of Wizhnitz, inviting the angels of
the Sabbath to accompany him to our home: I ache when I think of these things”
(145 'y ,0w)
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E. Wiesel, Ani Maamin: A Song Lost and Found Again, New York 1973, pp. 31
93-95: “That Dayan / Gone mad / Begins to sing / Alone. / Quietly at first / Then
louder / Louder and louder / ...He sings / Of his ancient and lost faith / He sings of
madness / And of love / Love of God / And love of man / Ani ma’amin / I believe
in God / With the last of my strength / I claim him as my own / Ani ma’amin”.
TIRYAT IR 7972 02372 7PRRD 2IRY DINPR By ¥ITR 90000 By ohw nvaayd onann
0°D7 ,/0Wn WIpR DWW OnImn Y1aRn X v 19nby PIRY ‘n XY 72070 imvapnm
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90 0séb, Przed wojng rocznie umierao 80-90 Zydéw, Dziemma pinca
wynosi 1,30 R, :

PrzydziaX zywnoéci w stosunku tygodniowym wynosi 100 g.
cukru, 1500 g chleba, 50 g oliwy, 200 g migsa, ’

Cena w handlu nielegalnym: Kartofli - 100 RM - za metr

wggla « 100 M = za metr
1 kg chleba - 6 M,
U dzieci wystgpuje powszechnle zapalenie opon mézgowych, Dzieci
do lat 3 nie chodzq i nie méwig. Badanie wykazao, ze 10% jest
cofnigte w rozwoju co najmniej o 3 lata,

Jedng z £irm niemieckich, ktéra korzystala z najmu robo-
tnikéw zydowskich byza firma "Striegel I Wagner" / akta Wilhelma
Bittela = rachiwum GE BZH w P = sygn, B.d.479 /. Przestawicielem
te) firmmy na terenie getta b;z niejaki Neubauer,.

Wiosng na terenie getta z pewnofciq na zarzadzenie gesta-
po i to prawdopodobnie z fodzi, przeprowadzono dwie publiczne egze-
kucje 2ydéw przez powieszenie. W kazde) z tych egzekucji zginglo
po 10=ciu myzczyzn, Pierwsza z tych egzekucji odbyla sig dnia
3 marca 1942 r,, druge zad = Z‘i maja 1942 r, Obydwie miaty micjace
na ulicy Stgszyckiej obecnie ulica Getta, Jako powéd egzekucji
niezidentyfikowany z funkcji dr Lemberg poda przez zastgpcq
policji ochromnej / Schupo / = Helmricha iz wyznaczeni na fmierd
}iopuéculi si¢ sabotazu i okazali nieposiuszeristwo wiadzy nie-
mieckie), Na podstawie zebranych materia%éw zdolano ustalié, e
obydwie egzekucje byly ochraniane przez miejscowq zandammerig
i Schupo, Kierowane one byly przez wspomnianego juz Helmricha,
Bezposrednich wykonawcéw tych zbrodni nie zdozano dotychezas
ustalié, Zgingli w ten sposéb nastgpujacy 2ydzi 3

0.33/1926 >N,V 7 137K ,N°39I07 7PRA NIV 1737
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i N o Xard % ”(.2‘,”_;/ /:?_ i 4
. A ety 006, heyg3tse wgl Astes (g o Jirg @ rj{{({ ¢
< ; ug lebn ojf der kolonie Hajdemuhle'¥iz zich a kurce cajt rlo 3

\ ~ruik. Di optimistn hobn gehoft az m'wet undz du iberlozn bizacum sof
) f&nder milghume, der szef fun "Ibersiqlungs Amt" Bluste jn (Séo. m:.l;h)

hot doch alajn gezukt Cu zelig Chwa® "Ihr zajt ject majns Ju ené il

Wet nimand hier die Ruhe steren". Ober andere bakante dajcznoho n un

getrajst "ihr blajbt nur hier eine cajt ihr kommt alle nach Osten
\\Ojf‘falend 1z ojch gewen der fakt, wus di ojsgezidelts pojrim hot men §
‘niszt awekgeszikt wajtr, nur ajnkwartirt baj di pojerim in arumike gegn

Herszl Zimnawoda, der Judn eltster hot zich genumen a Jncufirn ordnung
in zajn mluche, cunojfgerufn di ortsfojrszta jer fun ale derfer ojf zic-
uUngen, gegebn farordnungen wi cu ahltn ordnung o jf der kolonie. BT,

D1 ojfgabe fun di ortsfo rsztajer 1z gewen achtung cu gebn , m'zo!
nit hekn grojse bojmer fum di welder, gut ajncuordnen di menszn in wo j-
Nungen, za ) hobn gekrugn cugretajlt ferd un wegener, un hobn badarft s
Sorgen cu bakern unbazjen di felder, Nowi-Swiat hot zich amhestn ojsge-
c@jchny za) hobn szojn gehat cugegra it felder cu zumer zriu.

i Ortsfojrsztaier' za jnengewen gle jchea jtik di brojt fartajler..

Ende oktober 194%, hot sich inder kolnie luft gefilt a unruikajt, e
ePes hot man zich gesojdelt, menszn hobn gewust cu dercajln az Herszl
1z ahe jmgekumen fun sztut a oJfgergeter, mhot zich gericht az es darf
wus geszen,

Dem 4 ..novembsr hot Herszl garbekmx ajngeladn cu zich di rabunim.
Un za) dsrklert : der landrat farlangt fun mir a liste fun ale Jidn o)f
der kolonie, mit der baca jechnung cu Jede person:Feik un Unfeik,
kinder bis 12 jur un slters fun 65 jur muzn bacajchnt wern mit U.

-
*

il “osttp 5 G4 vyris %6 il

OJf der kolonie za jnen gewen damls folgende rabunim; der dobrar raw
. b, Isucher Bow Beer, Dor turker raw rb, Pincze Wajs, der Uniewer raw
Lewental un der Wladislawower raw( zajn numen un familie gedenk ich nit) /Jla

Rb, Isucher Dow Bser 1z gewen a2 zun fun Imraj Cwi" der Sompolner raw ey
ba) wemen Sokolow hot ge8zpt zajn talmudizs wisn. Briz gewen ajner fun x
d1 ojfrichtikste menszn, wus kon nur gebn,Wegn ihm dercajlt men fersze : R &
&Jdene majses , ich wel ibergebn 2 faktn fun za)n charakter: ww 3»““{’ 2 \

A, d1 jugent hot geflegt ajnordnen amatorn fojrsztelunge in dobro,
gerufn un gebetn zaj zoln chulilu w chas nit gebn k

“1n teater, iz or cu'cu der kase o
- ersztn akt fun fojrsztelung,

 gas. Dor ojtobus wus hot kuretrt fun Lods kajn turek, iz arajngekumen ~lR
5 kajn dobro amul in a frajtik farnacht., mhot im dercajlt az in ojto zicn SR

ich ungeho jbn dem ., -november 10 a za jger inderfri
Ter raw gegangen cum waser

2 gancn tu fast, z
hot zich euno jfgeklibn a minion ?mn un gezgkatst?hilljixg e Peekiw i

ekumen fun sztut hobn zaj geszikt noch

, m'iz &ezZesn biz uwend un kajn psak hobn 22} nit gekont

& it i » 1 hot ajudn eltster
Pl din tojr e

Chocz mir hobn noéch nit gawj.s.tj Zz‘i':s ey on Taopdoknan doon AL

» hajst Chelmno ober doch
. 8ewust az kajn tes derwa. 4 Lt 5
£ antsza,jdn.J gu erwart jedenfals nit 41 u

OJf cumor 1 er ze ¢l
3 (o} §ens iz fo jrgekumen der hemszechfun din tojre mir za jnen s

&2

nfelke” 1z nit azoy lajchi
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